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This time next year, I wonder if we will have stopped talking about Brexit? 

Whatever happens, life in the UK will be different as result of the Brexit referendum, negotiations 
and party politics. At about the time you read this, we may well have left the EU which will mean 
significant changes to our economy, trade and legal system. Or it might be that we remain but that 
party politics of the UK and confidence in our political structures and processes will have been 
impacted upon in various ways. 

Either way things will never be the same again. 

It was the same with an event in Roman Palestine 2000 years ago. An event took place which 
would change not only the life of the locals living at that time but the whole world. And it 
continues to impact on the world today. Jesus Christ died on the cross paying the price for our sins 
… and then he rose again three days later! 

This continues to have an impact on the world through the Church today, in the main through local 
small churches. That’s the case here in Walshaw where the church family of Christ Church aspires 
to connect with, and make a positive contribution to, the life of the community here in North Bury. 
It is because of what Jesus did - and is continuing to do in our lives - that we want to change the 
world we live in.  

For this reason we have our ‘Baby & Toddler Group’, ‘Walshaw Community Choir’, and monthly 
‘Drop-In’;  all in their own ways contributing to the social, physical and emotional well-being of 
those who come along. It is for this reason that we connect with people in school, in local care 
homes, with those who are sick or dying, with those who are mourning or in a dark place at the 
moment … and we love sharing special times like baptisms and weddings. 

We do these things to show that we are part of, and love our community in the same way that God 
demonstrated his love for all of us in that “that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever 
believes in Him shall not perish but have eternal life.” (John 3:16) 

It would be great if you would come and join us this Lent or Easter weekend as we celebrate the 
love of God shown through His Son Jesus: you’ll find details inside on page 3. Even if that’s not 
possible, please do keep an eye on what is happening at Christ Church Walshaw over the coming 
months through our website or Facebook and Twitter pages. You’ll find the addresses at the 
bottom of the page, starting on page 2. Be assured that there will always be a warm welcome 
awaiting you if you come and join us for one of our one-off or regular events. 

Praying that this Lent and Easter are very special for you  

and all those you love 

Every blessing 

Steve Openshaw 
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Recent past events … 
 

                                               
   

 

   

 

 
 

  

  

 

  

Over the 
Christmas and 
New Year period, 
there has been an 
enormous range 
of events and 
services at Christ 
Church. 
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… and coming up soon 

  
 

Saturday 20th April, 10.30am @ the Victoria Walshaw 

Easter Weekend Family Fun  
 Starting at the Victoria Walshaw the children will be making Easter 

bonnets/hats: there will be a parade and a prize at tomorrow’s Easter 
service. 

 Please contact the Victoria Walshaw - 0161 762 5255 - to let them 
know you are coming so that we can cater for numbers.  

 We are then going to Christ Church to watch a short Easter video and 
then begin an Easter egg hunt around the village.  

 

Sunday 21st April, 11am @ Christ Church 

Family Easter Sunday Celebration 
This morning we will be celebrating the rising of Jesus. Lively songs and 
interactive service with Holy Communion and baptisms too. We will be 
making crowns and there will be prizes for the best bonnets/crowns 
made by the children the day before.  
All welcome with refreshments from 10.30am. 
 

Sunday 28th April, 11am @ Christ Church  

Salim Munayer from Musalaha,  

Ministry of Reconciliation 
This morning we are very pleased to have Salim with us sharing about 
the grassroots work for peace and reconciliation in Israel & Palestine of 
this wonderful ministry. Refreshments from 10.30am. All welcome. 

https://deref-gmx.co.uk/mail/client/WTy_Youk7PA/dereferrer/?redirectUrl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.christchurch-walshaw.co.uk
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Christ Church Walshaw Baby &Toddler Group (CCWBTG) 

All Things Chicken! 
 

For Lent this year, CCWBTG decided to launch ‘All Things Chicken!’  

“What on earth is that?” I hear you cry! Let me explain……… 
 

Each week through Lent until we break for Easter,  

our children and their grownups are doing  

chicken crafts to remind us how much God  

loves and cares for everyone wherever they  

might live in the world. In particular,  

we wanted to do something extra to  

help those living in other countries like  

some parts of Africa where Aids, hunger  

and extreme poverty make life  

incredibly hard for people. We are 

doing this by buying chickens through 

Christian Aid (they cost £4 each), 

donating from our own funds and 

other kind donations from our children, 

their parents and carers, and our 

church family.  
 

We have made our very own 

Chicken-o-meter to help the children 

count the chickens that we are able 

to buy each week and the children 

also take part in a story with actions to 

help them to understand how their 

giving and kindness helps.  
 

Christian Aid supports partner 

organisations to work with people 

living in poverty to teach them about 

good health and nutrition and organic 

farming. They provide people with 

chickens to get them started. Money is 

made by selling eggs which in turn 

means that people can buy 

nourishing food and medicines to 

keep them healthier. This is a truly egg-

cellent outcome and one which 

CCWBTG feel privileged to be able to 

play their small part in.  

 

Steph Openshaw 
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Christ Church hosts public meeting 
Bury North MP James Frith hosted a packed 

public meeting at Christ Church which 

discussed the second draft of the Greater 

Manchester Spatial Framework, bringing 

together residents from across Tottington and 

Bury to discuss the protection of the green 

belt. 

Over 200 residents attended the meeting, 

which was also addressed by Bury Council 

leader Rishi Shori and Chief Executive Geoff 

Little. 

A key focus of discussion was the figures councils have been asked to use to determine 

housing need by the government. James and local leaders have argued that the government 

should allow councils to use the most recent 2016 ONS figures, which predict a decline in 

population and would require the building of 55,000 fewer homes across Greater 

Manchester. At present, the government requires councils to use the 2014 figures, which are 

higher and these would mean that 1,250 homes would be built on the open farmland which 

lies to the south of Christ Church. 

A head for heights? 
Christ 
Church’s 
stone mason 
Shaun 
Grainger has 

been 

undertaking 
routine 
maintenance 
on the church 
roof.  
Besides 

realigning 
slates and 
making good 
some of the 

pointing, 
Shaun has had a view not given to many 
… not unless you have a good head for 

heights, that is! 

 

Christ Church Magazine: your feedback, please! 
Some thought is being given to putting the 
parish magazine exclusively online.  

We know that some residents like having the 
magazine supplied in hard copy, posted 
through the letter box. 

We would welcome your views: either online to 
lvrasaec@gmail.com or else via the black letter 
box situated to the left of the High Street 
entrance. 

Thank you in anticipation of your input! 

https://deref-gmx.co.uk/mail/client/WTy_Youk7PA/dereferrer/?redirectUrl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.christchurch-walshaw.co.uk
mailto:lvrasaec@gmail.com
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A REMEMBRANCE OF WORLD WAR II 
We have difficulty imagining what it must have been 
like for those people staying at home during 

wartime, and trying their best to maintain a sense of normal life. 
Christ Church will have tried during this period to maintain a witness 
to the community. The Vicar Of Christ Church during the Second 
World War was the Revd Henry Charles Widdows.  

The Revd Widdows became vicar in 1926, so had lived in Walshaw 
village for 13 years when war broke out. The registers show that he 
invited the local community to participate in national days of prayer 
during the period when war was looming. 

The Revd Widdows was a well-known member of the community, 
having conducted around 310 funerals of local people, as well as 
many Baptisms and Weddings. He with the help of God will have 
consoled, counselled, and prayed with the families of these people. 

The Revd Charles Widdows was a family man. His wife was called 
Florence and they came to the parish from Shropshire when his son 
was 6 years old and lived in the old vicarage next door to the church. 
His son, born in 1920, not long after the end of the First World War, 
was called Edgar Robert Howard Widdows and was known as Robert. He was the middle of three children, 
having an older sister Constance and a 
younger sister Alice. 

During the Second World War, Robert 
joined 172 Squadron of the RAF Volunteer 
Reserve and was selected for training to be 
a Wellington bomber pilot at RAF Cranwell 
in Lincolnshire.  Incidentally, Cranwell has 
been an RAF base from 1916 until the 
present day where all its officers are 
trained. It is to the RAF what Sandhurst is to 
the army or Dartmouth to the Royal Navy.  

There is a training record of Robert 
Widdows’ first flight on 6

th
 April 1943. It reads: 

The aircraft was damaged in a heavy landing at 1507hrs on the pilot’s first solo landing … after 1 hour’s 
tuition. Pilot Sgt ERH Widdows, instructor Sgt M Williamson and crew were unhurt. 

The only other service record of Robert Widdows’ service is as follows: 

Wellington MP630 took off on the night of 12/13
th

 August 1943 (just 4 months after his first flight) detailed 
to carry out a night anti-submarine patrol. Nothing was heard from the aircraft after take-off. 

The aircraft flew over the [aero]drome and asked for permission to land. The Air Field Controller gave the 
green and switched on the chance light. The aircraft answered by switching the downward recognition 
light on and commenced a circuit prior to approaching to land. The aircraft disappeared over the brow of 
the nearest hill and almost immediately a violent crash and explosion followed. No U-boats had been found 
so a full load of depth charges was still on board. These were detonated killing all of the crew of 6. All the 
drome lighting was on but the weather was deteriorating at the time and may have been a factor’ 

Other non-service information gives additional detail. The Roll of Honour at Bury Grammar School states: 

https://deref-gmx.co.uk/mail/client/WTy_Youk7PA/dereferrer/?redirectUrl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.christchurch-walshaw.co.uk
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Sergeant Edgar Robert Howard Widdows, 172 Squadron R.A.F., he was the pilot of Wellington MP630 
which was returning to its base at RAF Chivenor in North Devon, after a patrol over the Bay of Biscay. 172 
Squadron was equipped with the 'Leigh Light', a powerful searchlight which  
allowed them to illuminate U-Boats travelling on the surface at night to and from their bases on the 
Brittany coast. On this occasion no U-Boats had been detected and the plane was returning to base with a 
full load of depth charges. As they approached Chivenor the weather worsened and visibility was poor. On 
final approach to the runway, the aircraft hit a building and crashed, detonating the load of depth charges 
and killing all six crew. Edgar was 23 and is buried at Walshaw (Christ Church) Churchyard, grave 384. Four 
others, including an Australian from Queensland are buried in the beautiful churchyard at Heanton 
Punchardon, overlooking the airfield. 

The Chivenor Orb – the local newspaper - states the plane crashed at Luscott Barton Farm, 5 miles north 
east of the airfield, whilst returning to base. Its report confirms that explosion of the on-board depth 
charges, killing all the crew which consisted of “RAF Sgt E R H Widdows, Captain (Pilot), RAF Sgt J S 
Lockwood, (2nd Pilot), RAAF 414601 Flt Sgt R G Salter, (Observer), RAF Sgt KL H Francis, (Wireless Air 
Gunner), RAF Sgt W F O Sayle, (Wireless Air Gunner) and RAF Sgt G C Hasler, (Wireless Air Gunner).” As per 
the BGS Roll of Honour, note the presence of the Australian - Salter – amongst the crew. The newspaper 
adds that 407 Squadron was also operational on the same night with all its aircraft landing away at 
Beaulieu due to poor weather. 

Luscott Barton Farm was owned by the Cook family. The Wellington crashed into farm buildings and the 
force of the explosion took the roof of the house off and blew out all the windows. None of the 6 
occupants was hurt though they were severely traumatized, so much so they couldn’t face completing the 
harvest that was due to be cut. 

Robert is buried in the churchyard here. The burial register records as follows: 

Edgar Robert Howard Widdows died on active service in His Majesty’s forces, of Walshaw Vicarage, aged 
23. This was 75 years ago. 

What effect did this tragedy have on Edgar’s family, the church, and Walshaw village? Well, the burial 
register shows that Edgar’s Dad did not take another funeral at church until April 1945. The Services 
Register also shows that he took very few services during the 20 months following his son Robert’s death. 
The PCC minutes book reveals that the Revd Widdows experienced long-term sickness of an unspecified 
type and it is recorded that the PCC sent him their love and best wishes. Clearly he was heartbroken and 
suffered greatly at the loss of his son. 

The Revd Widdows tendered his resignation in 1945 and the PCC minutes 
book recorded that he did not want any fuss or special gifts when he 
retired. He moved to Sheffield and died in March 1949 aged 68. He was 
buried here at Christ Church in the same grave as his son and it is not 
surprising, considering his previous comments to the PCC, that you have 
to look very hard indeed to find any trace of his name on the gravestone. 

Knowing a little about one family’s grief and heartbreak during war 
reminds us that this pain was felt by so many the world over. The death 
of a young man from Walshaw was indeed tragic; but the loss of the 
Vicar who would have supported so many in previous times of tragedy 
will have had a marked effect on the Village community. Without 
knowing the Revd Widdows, we must be impressed by both his personal 
humility and his professional service to the Village over so many years. 
We thank God for his preaching of the Gospel in this place.                                                                 

Gordon Clark 
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A QUIZ FOR EASTER 
Questions: 
1. What was the Jewish feast celebrated in the week Christ was crucified? 

2. When Jesus entered Jerusalem, what animal was He riding? 

3. Why is the Sunday before the resurrection called Palm Sunday? 

4. Which disciple cut off the ear of the high priest’s servant when trying to prevent 
Jesus’ being arrested? 

5. What was the name of the high priest’s servant whose ear was subsequently 
reattached by Jesus? 

6. How many times did Peter deny Christ? 

7. How many pieces of silver did Judas trade the life of Jesus for? 

8. How did Judas identify Jesus to the soldiers? 

9. In repentance Judas returned the money he was given Lord and then did what? 

10. The priests took the money that Judas had returned to them and did what with it? 

11. Who was surprisingly released before Pontius Pilate sentenced Jesus to death? 

12. What did Pilate’s wife counsel him to do concerning Jesus? 

13 and 14. What were the names of the sons of Simon who was compelled to carry the 
cross of Jesus? 

15. What was the inscription above the cross? 

16. What did the Roman soldier state whilst Christ was on the cross? 

17. What happened in the Temple to betoken the death of Jesus? 

18. How long did the darkness last when Jesus died? 

19. Two men helped prepare the body of Christ for burial; who were they? 

20. Who was the first person to see the risen Christ? 
 

 
 
Answers: 
 

1. Passover; 2. A young donkey; 3. When Jesus entered  Jerusalem, the crowd covered 

the road with their garments and palm fronds; 4. Peter; 5. Malchus; 6. Three times; 

7. 30; 8. By giving Him a kiss; 9. Hanged himself; 10. Bought the potter’s field which is 

where strangers were buried; 11. Barabbas; 12. To leave Jesus alone because He was a 

just man; 13. Alexander; 14. Rufus; 15. Jesus of Nazareth, King of the Jews; 16. “Truly 

this was the Son of God.” 17. The veil in the temple was torn from top to bottom; 18. 

Three hours, from noon to 3 pm; 19. Joseph of Arimathea and Nicodemus; 20. Mary 

Magdalene. 

https://www.whatchristianswanttoknow.com/judas-iscariot-bible-story-and-profile/
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13 and 14. What were the names of the sons of Simon who was compelled to carry the cross of 
Jesus? 

15. What was the inscription above the cross? 

16. What did the Roman soldier state whilst Christ was on the cross? 

17. What happened in the Temple to 
betoken the death of Jesus? 

18. How long did the darkness last when 
Jesus died? 

19. Two men helped prepare the body of 
Christ for burial; who were they? 

20. Who was the first person to see the 
risen Christ? 

Answers: 
 

 

1. Passover; 2. A young donkey; 3. When Jesus 
entered Jerusalem, the crowd covered the road 
with their garments and palm fronds; 4. Peter; 
5. Malchus; 6. Three times; 7. 30; 8. By giving 
Him a kiss; 9. Hanged himself; 10. Bought the 
potter’s field which is where strangers were 
buried; 11. Barabbas; 12. To leave Jesus alone 
because He was a just man; 13. Alexander; 14. 
Rufus; 15. Jesus of Nazareth, King of the Jews; 
16. “Truly this was the Son of God.” 17. The veil 
in the temple was torn from top to bottom; 18. 
Three hours, from noon to 3 pm; 19. Joseph of 
Arimathea and Nicodemus; 20. Mary 
Magdalene. 
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